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July—August 2014 

The  
Stage Stop                          

Gazette  

The front panel of the bar in the Men’s Parlor has been painted by one of our members, local artist Yvonne Buscher 
Bonacci.  The scene depicts a stagecoach being pulled by horses, rolling through the countryside dotted with our    
native Valley Oak trees. 
 

Yvonne is a 1965 graduate of Elk Grove High school where she began her education in art with instructor Raymond 
Gage.  Since then she has taken classes at Sacramento City College, American River College and various workshops by 
accomplished artists. 
 

Yvonne has won numerous awards, some of the more prestige being the 1998 California State Fair Purchase Award 
(the painting “California Gold” was hung in the Governor’s Office at the State Capitol), numerous awards throughout 
the years at the Draft 
Horse Classic show 
in Grass Valley, 1st 
place in the 2013 & 
2014 Equine Dream 
Art Show in Pomona, 
and the 2014      
Outstanding Pastel 
Award in the Bold 
Brush Painting       
International Online 
competition. 
 

Please drop by the 
museum the first  
Saturday in                
September and     
take a look at this 
beautiful painting.  

Annual Yard Sale! 

Our Annual Yard Sale will be August 1, 2 and 3, from 8-4:00 on Friday and 
Saturday and 8-Noon on Sunday.  There are tentative plans for a drop off 
date in July to receive donations.  Please watch your 
email messages and the Elk Grove Citizen for the dates 
and times. No electrical items such as TVs, computers 
or large appliances. For special pickup or additional 
information please call Lorraine 683-6893.       

Painting on the Men’s Parlor Bar 
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Treasurer’s Report:  Jeanette Lawson  

   

Our school year was completed at the end of May.  We    
hosted 47 classes this year which is a slight increase from the 
previous year.  We received many positive comments and  
letters of appreciation from students who attended this year.  
To wrap things up we held a joint end of year social with the 
school board members and docents on Monday, June 9.  It  
was a hot day but those who were able to attend enjoyed the 
opportunity to interact and share experiences.  
 

Over the summer we are planning some maintenance work 
and repairs to the school.  The CSD will be repairing a water 
pipe problem.  We have another Eagle Scout Project scheduled 
for June which will result in a better wood storage area.   
 

If anyone is interested in becoming a docent for the school 
please contact Merry Leverton at (916)685-3715.  We would 
like to begin docent training this Fall.    

Calendar of Events for July—August 

Membership Dues Are Due 
  

Have you sent in your membership 
dues for 2014?  If not, please do so 
before you receive a “second no-
tice.”  Your support is appreciated.  EGHS 

     Rhoads School Established 1872 

Rhoads School Report  
Merry Leverton 

 July 5:  Closed, no Tours 
 July 14:  Board Meeting - 4:00 PM, Museum 
 July 21: No General Meeting 
 July 24-27: Strauss Festival, Elk Grove Park 
 August 1, 2, 3:  Annual Yard Sale, Museum 
 August 2: Closed, no Tours 
 August 11: Board Meeting—4:00 PM, Museum 
 August 18, 2014: No General Meeting 

New Members 

Bill & Irene Lugg   
Susan Hernandez  

Our annual Spring Tea was a huge success thanks to 
Sally Bergen and her team of volunteers.  A record 
192 beautifully dressed ladies came to enjoy an     
afternoon of camaraderie, shopping, fun, food and 
entertainment.  The musical group Quiet Magic    
provided background music and Maria Behm         
performed hits from the 30s through 50s as well      
as a couple of current country hits.  The museum 
grounds were alive with splashes of colorful flowers 
and the scent of  honeysuckle greeted our guests.  
The decorating committee outdid themselves.  The 
gazebo was lavishly decorated for photos, the table 
decorations were creative and unique.  Kudos also to 
Barbara Claire for creating the program and history 
of jazz brochures, and adding her personal touch of 
including a bookmark. It was evident that a lot of hard 
work and long hours went into making this event so 
successful.  Thanks to all who supported our Spring 
Tea.  We profited nearly $5,500!  

“All That Jazz” - Annual Spring Tea 

  Operating Accounts May 2, 2014 June 1, 2014 

General Operating Fund  $5,843.49 $7,996.32 

Wightman Memorial Fund $0.00 $0.00 

Total Account Balance:      $5,843.49 $7,996.32 

   Restoration Accounts   

General Restoration Fund     $18,925.66 $19,026.32 

Time Capsule Fund -$369.35 -$369.35 

Foulks House Fund $34,655.02 $35,750.02 

Reese School Fund $500.28 $500.28 

Total Account Balance:      $53,711.61 $54,907.27 

   Museum Store Account $3,595.07 $3,595.13 

Subtotal $63,150.17 $66,498.72 

   Rhoads School Account:    

Operating Fund: $1,210.85 $1,210.85 

Scholarship Fund:                          $2,771.42 $2,771.42 

Subtotal $3,982.27 $3,982.27 

Total $67,132.44 $70,480.99 



Call to Order:  EGHS President Barbara Claire 
Minutes of May 12 were approved as submitted. 
Net profit for the Spring Tea was $5,499.24. 
Approved transfer of $2,000 from Museum Store Account to General Restoration Fund. 
Gardeners of the Grove donated $500 from their Wine and Cheese event. 
[Note:  We paid our taxes, insurance and CPA expenses from the Wightman Memorial Fund, bringing the balance 

to zero.] 
Treasurer's report was approved as submitted. 

Rhoads School - End-of-year picnic was held for Board members and docents.  Discussion regarding the need to 
paint classroom ceiling; wood floors also need attention. 
Committee Reports: 

Annual Yard Sale - Dennis and crew picked up and stored donations from Granny’s Attic after their sale.  Jeanette 
has a Victorian couch she may donate.  Mary Bulford suggested we talk to Discovery Shop to see if they would 
be willing to help us sell larger furniture items and share in the profit.   

Antique and Craft Show - So far 31 vendor applications have been received.  More are needed, but we have 
enough jewelry vendors. 

Docents - Since we have low turnouts for our Saturday openings, some alternatives for attracting potential    
members to attend our general meetings and tours were discussed including adding a wine tasting to one       
of our openings and have CRC students prepare small snack plates.   

It was decided that the museum will not be open for tours during July and August due to other activities. 
General Meeting—June 28, 2014. Meet at museum at 9:00 a.m. to carpool.  Self-guided tour of Sloughhouse      

Pioneer Cemetery at 9:30, followed by no-host-lunch at 11 at the Sloughhouse Inn ($12 to $15).  Lorraine   
encouraged Board members to let her know of any program suggestions that we hear about. 

No general meetings in July or August. 
Publicity - Robo call went out to announce May general meeting.  Approved to purchase 1,000 more credits for 

$90 so we can continue using the robo calls. 
Unfinished Business: 

Reese School—An architect is drawing plans for the foundation and will provide an estimate of costs. 
New Business: 

Chamber solicitation of non-profits to receive funds from the second annual Battle of the Business Golf Tourna-
ment.  The Chamber, Valley Hi Country Club and Elk Grove Citizen select one non-profit to benefit from the 
event. Barbara sent a letter to the Chamber to apply for funding. 

Auction items from Jerry Strong’s catering business:  Dennis has registered online to bid on some of the items:  
Four 10 x 20 heavy-duty canopies and two wooden chairs.  It was approved for Dennis to spend no more than 
$720 for these items.   

President Barbara Claire adjourned the meeting. 
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 EGHS Board Meeting Minutes –   June 9, 2014 

The Festival is July 24th – 27th 2014 in Elk 
Grove Regional Park, Strauss Island, featuring 
a live orchestra with colorfully costumed 
waltz and polka dancers in an outdoor classi-
cal event appropriate for entire families to 
enjoy and is free to the public.  Parking is $10 
per car.  Bring extra money for souvenirs 
(everyone needs Strauss Festival Souvenirs, 

i.e. glasses, charms, T-shirt, etc.!), and a blanket or lawn 
chair. Many people bring a picnic dinner and a bottle of 
wine to enjoy at the park before the show. You can also 
purchase food and beverages, including beer and wine in 
Strauss Festival commemorative glasses, from the vendors.  

Antique and Craft Show 

So far 31 vendors have signed 
up for our Antique  and Craft 
Show scheduled for Septem-
ber 20. We need more!! If 
you are  a crafter or you 

know  someone who is a crafter, artist, or an author, 
please have them visit our website 
www.elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com to download an ap-
plication. We especially need people who have  antiques 
and collectibles to sell. The booth fee is $50. A seller's 
permit is required. They are free and easy to  obtain 
from the State Board of Equalization.  For questions, 
please contact Brookelea at 685-3368. 

27th Strauss Festival of Elk Grove  

http://www.elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com�


[Ed. note:  In our May-June issue we inadvertently left off a portion of Tom Russell’s “In My Opinion” article.  It is   
reprinted here in its entirety.  Our apologies to Tom and anyone else who may have thought something was missing.] 
 
There is a lot of history still floating around in Elk Grove that has yet to be uncovered.  Some of it may still be in attics, 
garages or storage sheds but I suspect that much of it is still locked away in the minds of people.  If you docent at a 
museum or just talk with people around Elk Grove, you've probably heard some great historical stories that leak out  
in conversation.  Many times it may be a story about a relative who was part of a well-known community family or a 
historical site but it has mostly been just kept as a family story and only shared on occasion.  
 
I suspect that the stories people tell are not generally important to them because they grew up with the information, 
and it was just part of family knowledge.  However, for us who hear the stories find them interesting and are able to 
meld them with other parts of history which sets another piece of the greater picture in place.   Somebody's grandfa-
ther drove a wagon that delivered milk from so-and-so's farm to certain buildings around town, contains small pieces 
of the larger puzzle.  Driving a wagon around Elk Grove could identify a period of time when there were dirt roads in 
that part of the community.  The story may even identify the dairy or farm that we have no information on yet.   
 
We have many names of people in our files who we're not exactly sure what their jobs were.  We know that they 
were active in the community because of some written documentation we have, like being a member of the Masonic 
or Odd Fellows lodge, a school board member or helped organize the grange picnic.  These people had jobs that    
supported a family which we quite often lack in our historical documentation.  We had people who worked in the  
wineries, plowed fields for farmers, scraped roadways, moved houses or were in construction.   
 
Small parts of history can be just as interesting as the large well known parts.  It's the small parts that give life to our 
history because it shows us a personality of a time gone by.  Elk Grove has been around for about 164 years which 
isn't a heck of a long time as compared with Europe or the eastern United States.  The community grew from people 
like Sheldon, Daylor, Hall, Buckner, Foulks, the Kerr brothers and many more.  Each had an impact on our community 
in profound ways.  There are many more community people who lived, worked and donated something to Elk Grove 
that has gone mostly unrecognized. 
 
Around 1955, the Elk Grove Citizen ran a series of articles called  "This is Your Neighbor".  These  were stories about 
business owners and leading citizens who served the community.  It was a personal interview story which gave the 
reader an insight into the people they knew.  Of course it's hard to imagine something like these weekly articles now 
because Elk Grove has grown large.  However, reading these early articles gives some interesting information about 
these people in Elk Grove at the time.  
 
The whole Idea of writing a family story is that it not only puts the history down on paper for the next generation to 
read and appreciate but it also can help the community understand what life was like, and how the family was involved 
in the bigger picture of the community.   
 
What may seem to be insignificant history can be quite interesting.   Stories of going to A&W Root Beer on Elk Grove 
Blvd. or going to the movies at the Cattle Palace or at the Boulevard Theater in 1953.  How about a description of  
the inside of the Elk Grove train station or who's orchard you stole peaches from in your younger years.   How many 
people even knew Elk Grove had an A&W or a Cattle Palace? 
 
Write it down and show it to us - We'd appreciate it. 
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 Just My Opinion by Tom Russell 

A Big Thank You to the docents who 
worked in May & June and the docents 
working the RR Exhibit.  We have many 
opportunities for members to help out 
as docents.  If you’d like to be a docent, 
please contact us at 685-8115.  More 
are needed for our special events. 

Open by appointment.  
Call Jeanette at 685-8115  

or e-mail her at 
msjlaw@comcast.net 

Research Library 



Lorraine pulled off another great bus trip!     
On April 26 the Morse family graciously  
opened their home to us in what used to be  
the town of Bruceville.  Members of the family 
were docents for each of the rooms and  
porches.  There were lots of family pictures and        
memorabilia on display, and the docents told 
their family's story which dates back to 1860 
when their ancestor George Washington  
Morse settled on the property.  Sharon Helmar 
demonstrated making the delicious fruit candy 
that is made every Christmas at the ranch.  If 
you'd like to make some yourself, the recipe is 
in our cookbook, "Tasty Memories".  Many 
thanks to the Morse Family for sharing their 
history with us.  We felt honored to have had 
this opportunity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Ranch we headed to Clarksburg where we did some wine tasting 
and shopping at the Old Sugar Mill.  Lunch followed at the nearby General 
Store. 
 
 

Our final stop was at the Koster   property in 
Point Pleasant, owned by Jerry and Marilyn 
Koster. We were in awe as we walked around 
the property enjoying the koi ponds, trees, a 
variety of flowers and shrubs.  The Koster 
house was built in 1964, and Jerry Koster grew 
up in the house next to it.  It seemed that at 
every corner we turned while walking around 
the beautifully manicured grounds was some-
thing interesting to see:  A carving, a sculpture, 
birdbath, playhouse built around the time the 
home was built, the inviting swimming pool.  
The cows out in the field of wild mustard added 
a pastoral touch to the  setting.  We extend 
our thanks to the Koster family for allowing us 
to wander around their beautiful grounds and 
to learn a little of their history. 
 

Not only did Lorraine organize these wonderful 
tours, but she pointed out homes and areas of interest along the Delta, including the home where she was born. 
Thanks also to Dennis Buscher for adding even more to the history of the area, including pointing out the home where 
his father was born in 1902 in Point Pleasant. We didn't have to go far to experience history in our own backyard. 
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 Tour of Morse Ranch, Old Sugar Mill and Koster Gardens 

 Front row: Grant Morse and Matt Morse;  
2nd row: Sandi Haight and Sharon Helmar;  

3rd row: Barbara Morse Wackford and Larkin Penrose;  
top row: Scott Morse, Archie C Morse, Kevin Morse,              

Bonnie  Morse West and Bruce Morse 



Name (s): ________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _______ Zip:_________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________ 

E-Mail: __________________________________________________ 

If this is a business membership, please complete the following 

Business Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________ 

Types of Membership and Fee Structure      Check one:                                            
___ Individual Person ………………………...$20.00  

___ Family Group………………………….…..$30.00 

___ Student (full time under 25)…………….$15.00 

___ Senior Citizen (65 and over) …………...$15.00 

___ Business, Corporation, Association …. .$30.00 

___ Lifetime (Member and Spouse) ………$400.00 

Note:  EGHS is a California Non-Profit Corporation.                                             
Dues may be deductible under IRS Code 501(c)3.                                                

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 86 

Elk Grove, CA 

New Member and Membership Renewal Form 

We’re on the web 
www.elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com 

 
The Stage Stop Gazette 

Elk Grove Historical Society 
Post Office Box 562 
Elk Grove, CA 95759 

 
Elk Grove Historical Society 

P.O. Box 562 
Elk Grove, CA 95759 
Phone:  916-685-8115 

 

E-Mail:  
eghs@elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com 

 

******************************* 
Museum Open the first Saturday of 

each month or by Appointment 
*************************8**** 

 

Research Library is now open by    
Appointment Only 

To schedule an appointment , 
E-mail:  

eghs@elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com 
Or 

msjlaw@comcast.net 
Or 

Call 916-685-8115 
******************************* 

 

Elk Grove House & Stage Stop Museum  
Is located at 

9941 East Stockton Blvd. 
 

Adjacent to the West Entrance of Elk 
Grove Regional Park 

********************************** 
Newsletter Editor: Brookelea Lutton 
Design & Layout: Barbara Claire 
Printing: Jim Entrican, Jeanette Lawson 
and Barbara Claire 

********************************* 
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