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A	publication	of	the	Elk	Grove	Historical	Society.	
Representing	the	communities	of	Elk	Grove,	Wilton,	Sheldon,	Franklin,	Bruceville,	Point	Pleasant,	and	

Sloughhouse.	

Inside	the	Museum	Files:		
	

			The	Foulks	House	
The	Foulks	House	is	on	a	foundation	on	our	Elk	Grove	Stage	Stop	&	House	Museum	Heritage	Park	
grounds	and	we	are	restoring	the	inside.	It	is	always	and	will	be	a	long	process	because	historical	
permits	take	a	lot	of	justification	and	design.	The	story	of	its	owner	Euphemia	“Effie”	Foulks’	journey	
to	bring	her	and	her	five	children	to	Elk	Grove	is	truly	a	testament	of	the	courage	of	an	incredible	
woman.	
	
Euphemia’s	Foulks	husband	passed	away	in	Ohio	and	her	brother	thought	she	and	her	five	children	
would	have	better	opportunities	in	California.	She	and	the	kids	traveled	down	the	Ohio	River	and	then	
Mississippi,	where	she	boarded	a	California	bound	wagon	train	led	by	her	brother,	wagon	master	Dr.	
Jonathan	Pugh.	They	traveled	established	routes	across	the	prairies	and	mountains	and	arrived	in	
Carson	City.	There	she	met	her	fifth	son	who	had	come	out	earlier.	They	moved	on	to	Sacramento	in	
1851.	The	journey	lasted	six	months.	
	
There	were	land	grants	available	in	the	Franklin	Township	so	“Effie”	secured	320	acres	at	the	corner	
of	Elk	Grove	Boulevard	and	Bruceville	Roads.	She	and	the	children	lived	in	the	covered	wagon	until	the	
house	was	being	built	in	1853.	It	was	a	small	3-room	shack	that	consisted	of	a	parlor-dining	area,	a	
kitchen,	and	up	a	steep	narrow	stairway,	a	bedroom.	It	was	cramped	quarters,	but	it	was	better	than	a	
covered	wagon!		
	
Over	all	these	150	years	there	have	been	many	attachments	and	remodels	to	the	old	house.	Even	an	
old	chicken	coop	was	added	as	an	extra	bedroom	at	one	time.	It	is	the	oldest	remaining	original	
residence	in	our	area.	The	unique	single	wall	construction	that	was	common	during	the	Gold	Rush	is	
the	only	one	of	that	kind	still	standing	in	the	surrounding	area.	The	inside	wall	is	nailed	against	the	
outside	wall	without	any	insulation	or	space	in	between.	It	is	a	remarkable	building,	a	tribute	to	an	
incredible	family,	and	ultimately	a	museum	of	their	history.	
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On	Thursday,	May	3	the	Sacramento	region	will	come	together	for	one	Big	
Day	of	Giving	from	12:01	AM	to	midnight.	This	is	a	national	24-hour	online	

challenge	to	benefit	local	charities	in	the	area.		
Come	by	the	museum	between	9:00	AM	and	3:00	PM	for	a	complementary	

glass	of	wine,	hors	d’	oeuvres,	and	assistance	in	making	your	online	
donation.	

	
For	every	donation	of	$25	or	more	per	different	person	Gilley’s	Car	Wash	

(NE	Sheldon	Road	and	Highway	99)	will	give	a	FREE	$16	car	wash.	

The	Tanner	Collection	-	Our	
director	of	the	Rhoads	School	has	a	
massive	collection	of	old	historic	
clothing,	purses,	and	hats	she	has	
put	on	display	in	the	Ballroom	of	
our	Stage	Stop	Museum.	Come	any	
first	Saturday	of	the	month	from	
noon	to	4:00	to	view	the	collection.		

A	24-hour	online	challenge	to	donate	at:	
http://bigdayofgiving.org/elkgrovehistoricalsociety	
or	come	by	the	museum	between	9:00	am	-	3:00	pm		

for	snacks	and	we	will	help	you.	
COMPLETED	 RESTORATION	HAS	BEGUN	

Buscher	Plaza	

Patio	cover	

Foulks	House	

Reese	School	
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Our	annual	3-day	Yard	Sale	is	coming	
up	on	June	15,	16,	17,	so	start	going	
through	the	closet,	attic,	and	garage.	
Let	us	get	rid	of	all	those	unwanted	

items	for	you…	
Donated items can be brought to the museum 

on Saturday afternoons between 12 and 4 pm 
starting April 21 until June 9 except for May 

12 the day of our Spring Tea. A volunteer will be 
on site to accept your donation at these times 

only and will give you an in-kind donation 
acknowledgement you may use for tax purposes.	

We request only gently used items in usable 
condition: household items of all kinds, furniture, 
wearable clothing, small appliances and electrical 

items that work, books, pictures and frames, 
decorations and crafts, children’s’ toys, and yard 

items. Disassembled items must have all the 
pieces.	

No TVs, computers, printers, stereos, mattresses, 
baby car seats or strollers will be accepted.	

Arrangements can be made after May 15 to have 
large pieces of furniture picked up at your location 

by calling Dennis at (916) 714-2355 or Jim at 
916-761-2225.	

The	Spring	Tea	is	almost	sold	out,	but	
you	still	have	time	to	get	in	on	all	the	
fun.	Lots	of	new	things	planned	this	
year	with	some	great	raffle	gifts,	and	
yes,	Cindy	has	made	more	of	her	

garden	planter	chairs.	

9941	

President	Comments:	What’s	new	besides	going	paperless?	We	are	getting	
back	to	writing	historical	information	about	the	Elk	Grove	Region.	Each	Newsletter	will	
have	a	page	or	two	dedicated	to	a	story	about	the	people,	region	and	activities	that	
occurred	prior	to	creation	of	our	City.	You	may	be	a	contributor	to	our	history	by	
sharing	your	story	with	us.	Things	to	watch	for:		History	Week:	Plow	to	Plate	Dinner,	
Pinkerton	Picnic	and	LMML	partnership	at	the	Mahon	Ranch.	We	need	your	help	to	
make	these	activities	successful.	Please	consider	calling,	or	stopping	by	on	1st	Saturdays	
and	see	what	you	might	be	interested	in	helping	us	with.	A	greeter,	an	organizer,	a	
handyman,	librarian,	____?___			We	need	you!	
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Calendar	of	Events	for	May	-	June	2018	

Rhoads	School	Report	
By	Director	Roberta	Tanner	

The	living	history	program	is	in	full	swing	as	springtime	brings	out	the	majority	of	the	
scheduled	80	classes.	

Two	of	the	four	original	docents	from	1978,	June	Daehling	and	Maryann	Crawford,	were	
interviewed	by	the	LMML	foundation.	LMML	captures	oral	histories	of	local	residents.	It	
was	so	interesting	and	good	to	know	the	foundation	they	created	is	still	being	used	

today,	but	on	a	much	larger	scale.	The	essence	of	their	talks	will	be	available	on	online	
podcats	in	the	future.	Thank	you	all	for	all	you	do.	

																																May	
May	3:	Big	Day	of	Giving	
May	4,5,6:	Western	Festival	
May	5:	Free	Museum	&	Rhoads	School	Tours,	
child	activities,	&	Ice	Cream	Social.		Noon	–	4:00		
May	12:	Spring	Tea	
May	13:	Mother’s	Day	
May	14:	EGHS	Board	Meeting	-	Museum	
																																																																				3:00	PM	
May	21:	EGHS	General	Meeting	–	6:30	PM	at	
				Presbyterian	Church-8153	Elk	Grove	Blvd.	
																			w/	Guest	Speaker*	Steve	Beck	
May	28:	Memorial	Day	
	
*Part-1:	“Sutter	to	the	Bear	Flag	Revolt.”		
	
Steve	is	curator	of	Sutter’s	Fort	and	will	
share	his	knowledge	of	history	through	
California.	He	has	spoken	all	over	the	
country,	has	been	a	guest	on	many	radio	
and	TV	programs	and	documentaries.	We	
are	very	lucky	to	have	him.	Please	support	
him	and	catch	up	on	all	those	questions	
you	have	always	wondered	about	because	
he	can	answer	them.	
	

																																June	
Jun	2:		Free	Museum	&	Rhoads	School	Tours,	
child	activities,	&	Ice	Cream	Social.		Noon	–	4:00		
Jun	4:	Rhoads	School	Board	Meeting–	9:00	AM	
Jun	11:	EGHS	Board	Meeting	–	Museum	
																																																																				3:00	PM	
Jun	15,	16,	17:	Yard	Sale	
Jun	17:	Father’s	Day	
Jun	18:	EGHS	General	Meeting	–	6:30	PM	at	
				Presbyterian	Church-8153	Elk	Grove	Blvd.	
																			w/	Guest	Speaker	*	Steve	Beck	
	
*Part-1:	“Mexican-American	War	to	the	
building	of	Sacramento	City.”	
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Treasurer’s	Report:		Jeanette	Lawson	
	
Operating	Accounts:																							Mar	2018											Apr	2018	
					General	Operating	Fund												$13,	271.00											$9,509.18	
					Wightman	Memorial	Fund											$6,968.37												$0000.00	
					Approved	Expenditures																$2,540.00									$12,960.00	
Total	Account	Balance																	$19,779.37						$22,469.18	
	
Restoration	Accounts:	
					General	Restoration	Fund												$4,927.94											$6,461.35	
					Donations																																				$150,	970.00					$150,	000.00	
					Foulks	House	Fund																						$91,123.45								$91,123.45	
					Reese	School	Fund																													$239.55															$239.55	
	Total	Account	Balance													$247,260.94				$247,824.35	
	
Museum	Store	Account:																	$1,267.66									$1,267.64	
	
Rhoads	School	Account:	
					Operating	Fund																															$1,539.00												$1,539.00	
					Scholarship	Fund																												$6,230.82												$5,601.54	
	Total	Account	Balance																		$7,769.82										$9,209.82	
	
																														Total													$276,077.79					$278,701.75	

New	members	
	
	

	
Joshua	Green	
Rosalind	Barcos	
Elfriede	McKee	

In	spite	of	postponing	the	
Vintage	Trailer	Show	&	
Flea	Market	to	the	next	
weekend	because	of	rain,	
we	still	cleared	$2,588.98.	

We	would	like	to	send	our	
condolences	to	the	families	of	

John	Zehnder	and	Roy	
Herburger	two	local	icons	and	

our	good	friends.	

When	you	have	an	opportunity,	
please	go	to	our	website:	

elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com.	
	

We	have	updated	it	with	more	
thorough	and	interesting	information.	When	you	
open	to	the	“Home”	page,	note	the	menu	on	your	

right.	
	

SOME	HIGHLIGHTS:	
*Facility	Rental	-	We	are	starting	to	allow	use	of	
our	facility	and	information	can	be	found	there.	
*Board	Members	–	We	have	listed	the	backgrounds	
of	those	who	are	serving	you.	
*General	Meeting/Presentations	–	This	is	where	
you	can	find	the	list	of	speakers	for	our	next	3rd	
Monday	presentations.	
*Photo	Gallery	–	We	are	documenting	many	events	
and	fundraisers.	This	category	highlights	many	of	
our	endeavors	to	share	history	and	fundraisers	we	
have	sponsored.	And	this	is	where	there	is	a	very	
good	likelihood	that	your	photo	will	be	added	at	
sometime.	Show	the	kids!	

The	historical	society	has	decided	
to	send	our	newsletter	in	an	email	
(.pdf	format)	to	our	membership.	
We	can	add	more	information	and	
it	will	save	on	printing	costs,	

USPS	mailing	costs,	and	labor	to	
prepare	it.		

	
Please,	make	sure	we	have	an	
email	address	on	file	for	you	or	
that	yours	is	correct.	For	updating	

contact	Louis	at	
lssilveira@comcast.net	

Thank	you.	
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	The	Stage	Stop	Gazette	
Elk	Grove	Historical	Society	

Post	Office	Box	562	
Elk	Grove,	CA.	95759	

Newsletter	Editor,	Design,	&	Layout:	
Louis	Silveira	

Elk	Grove	House	and	Stage	Stop	Museum	
Is	located	at	

9941	East	Stockton	Boulevard	
	

Adjacent	to	the	West	Entrance	of	
Elk	Grove	Regional	Park	

Museum	is	open	the	first	Saturday	of	
each	month	or	by	appointment	

	
Research	Library	is	now	open	by	

appointment	only.	
To	schedule	an	appointment:	

Email:	
eghs@elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com	

Or	
msjlaw@comcast.net	

Or	
Call	916-685-8115	

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

 
PAID 

 
Permit No. 86 

 
Elk Grove, CA 

New	Member	and	Membership	Renewal	Form	
Name(s):________________________________________________________________	
Address:________________________________________________________________
City:	___________________________________State:	_______Zip:_______________	
Telephone:_____________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________________________________	
If	this	is	a	business	membership,	please	complete	the	following:	
Business	Name:________________________________________________________	
Address:________________________________________________________________
City:	___________________________________State:	________Zip:______________	
Areas	of	Interest:	______________________________________________________	
	
Types	of	Membership	and	fee	structure																	Check	one	
_____Individual	Person……………………………………………….$20.00	
_____Family	Group…………………………………………………......$30.00	
_____Student	(full	time	under	25)…………………………...…..$15.00	
_____Senior	Citizen	(65	to	79)……………………..………………$15.00	
_____Senior	Citizen	(80+)……………………..………………………FREE	
_____Business,	Corporation,	Association…………...……..….$30.00	
_____Lifetime	(Member	&	Spouse)………………………..…...$400.00	
	

Note:	EGHS	is	a	California	Non-Profit	Corporation	
Dues	may	be	deductible	under	IRS	code	501(c)3	

Rhoads	School	
Email:	rhoadsschool@gmail.com	

(916)	685-8115	

(916)	685-8115	
Email:	

eghs@elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com	
Our	website:	

www.elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com	


