
Elk Grove Historical Society Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

January 13, 2025 (Draft) 

Board Members Present/Absent 

Elected Name P A Appointed Name P A 

President Bret Bartholomew x 
 

Rhoads School Dir. Roberta Tanner x 
 

1st Vice-President Michael Vargas 
 

x Webmaster Louis Silveira x 
 

2nd Vice-President Barbara Claire x 
 

Facilities Director Stan Lake x 
 

Treasurer Jeanette Lawson x 
    

Recording Secretary Pam Phelps x 
    

Corresponding Secretary Cindy Mahon x 
    

Members attending:   Jim Entrican, Annaclare Entrican, Mary Buford, Susan Hernandez, Pat 

Lake, John Frassetto, Laura Laney, Eric Sturgis, and Dennis Buscher. 

Meeting called to order at 3:17 PM by President Bret Bartholomew.  

Agenda:  A motion to approve the Agenda as amended was made by Jeanette Lawson with a 

second by Barbara Claire.  Motion passed. 

Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve January, 2025 minutes made by Stan Lake with a 

second by Barbara Claire.  Motion passed. 

Public Comment: None reported. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Attached. Jeanette reported an increase of $40,000 due to a donation made 

by the Sandy Russell estate.  This leaves about $82,000 in the general operating 

account.  Jeanette suggested that $25,000 be moved to the Barn account, and $15,000 to the 

Restoration account. A motion to transfer the funds was made by Jeanette Lawson with a second 

by Bret Bartholomew.  Motion passed.  A motion was made by Bret Bartholomew to reimburse 

Louie Silveira $340 for the purchase of printer ink with a second by Cindy Mahon.  Motion 

passed.  A motion was made by Pam Phelps of $400 to AL Resources for printing of artifact and 

donation forms with a second by Barbara Claire.  Motion passed.  Jeanette said that the reports 

should reflect $2400 added to Rhoads School account owed to docents. 

CSD Report: Eric reported that he met with Stan and Bret regarding the landscaping.  CSD will 

be spraying for weeds.  They are also working on repairing the flagpole light.  The drinking 

fountain for Rhoads School has been fixed.  Eric informed the Historical Society that in the event 

of winds, the following will apply.  Winds of 30 mph or gusts of 35 mph for 3 hours, the park 

will be closed.  The park will reopen if winds fall below for 2 hours.  Roberta asked about the 

soap dispensers in the park restrooms.  Eric said they will put in new ones. 

Rhoads School: Roberta reported that they had a Board meeting.  There are 53 classes signed up 

and 2 docents in training.  There might be 6 more interested in becoming a docent.  They have 

decided to leave the floors as is for the time being.  There is no change to the school 

fee.  Roberta questioned the progress on the roaches in the barn, pests in the wall, and dripping 

of the tree.  They are in need of a log.  Eric to check on these.  Roberta also reported that the 

porch should be replaced.  A motion was made by Barbara Claire with a second by Louie 

Silveira of $204 for printing books and parchment paper.  Motion passed.   



Facilities Report: Stan reported that they are working with CSD.  The wooden benches are 

getting cleaned and oiled.  The front gate lock is working.  Bret requested a list of projects.  Dave 

is working on the leak in the Foulks’ house.  Still waiting on a quote for the covered wagon 

structure.  Some discussion about the basement water leak caused by the rain.   

Committee Reports 

Newsletter/ Webmaster: Louie received photos of the Mardi Gras event attended by many of 

the Historical Society members.   

First Saturday:  The day was well attended.  Laura Laney’s daughter, Caitlin, created a very 

nice display of Girl Scout uniforms and information which in the summer kitchen. It will be on 

display for each 1st Saturday this year.  Susan Hernandez reported that there were no visitors to 

the Rhoads School.    

Elk Grove Preservation Committee:  Dennis reported that he would be attending their meeting 

that evening.  The committee will be discussing the condemned building in Old Town.   

Grants:  Stan reported that grants for the Barn Project, Old Fashioned Christmas, and the Spring 

Tea in the amounts of $6,000, $5,000, and $5,000 respectively have been submitted to the City.   

Historian:  Dennis reported that he and Anna walked through the rooms of the house.  He said 

that an inventory of items needs to be completed.  The Foulks bedroom will now be called the 

Graham-Foulks bedroom to alleviate confusion with the Foulks House.  Elizabeth Graham was 

married to Guy Foulks. 

Membership report:  Attached. Pat reported that there are 13 new members.  She commented 

that Robet Rhymes paid twice and needed to clarify his address.   

Newsletter:  Louie reported that the newsletter is ready.  He needs information about upcoming 

speakers.   

Policy and Procedure:  No report  

Publishing:  Barb took an inventory of the Historical Society’s books and is printing those that 

were needed.  Jalynne to send Barb updates for the self-guided tour booklet.  

Publicity:  A flyer for the speaker series, book signing, and Spring Tea is being sent out. 

Event Reports 

Big Day of Giving:  Dennis reported the event will be held May 1st.  Bret commented that the 

Food Bank is hosting Non-Profit groups for the day and is sending out information.  He also 

reported that the Chamber of Commerce can do our mailings.  Jeanette will follow up on 

this.  Dennis will contact Valerie Irwin at the Food Bank.  

Black Tie and Santa/Old Fashioned Christmas:  Will be holding a meeting on the 13th to 

discuss 2024 events and changes for next year. 

Book Signing: Bill Cartwright will be speaking and signing his book at Heritage Park on March 

22nd from 11am-4pm.   



Founders Day:  Susan H. reported that Founders Day will be held September 6th from 12-

4.  Roberta will be writing a history presentation and Louie will be awarding the Pinkerton 

Trophy.  

Speaker Series:  Louie said all but a couple months are scheduled.   

Raise the Barn:  Jim reported that flyers are being made and he is reaching out to donors.  There 

will be a meeting on 2/12 from 2-4.   

Spring Tea:  Susan H. reported that there will be a tea meeting at her house on February 25th at 

10:30. There will be 200 seats for the tea. 

Yard Sale:  Dennis reported that the sale will be held June 26th-29th.  They will begin collecting 

weekends after the Spring Tea and upon request.  They will not be collecting on 1st Saturdays.   

Old Business  

Bill Cartwright Event:  There will be a Q & A opportunity.  The EGUSD First Foundation 

would like to partner with the Historical Society.  Louie contacted schools and those that 

attended Rhoads School.  Refreshments will be served. Cindy, Susan H, Jeanette, and Pam will 

take care of the refreshments.   Bret thought maybe 200 people would attend.  Barb to set up a 

Zeffy account to pre-purchase books and receive donations.  Dinah to be contacted to obtain 

docents for the house.  A tent and chairs to be set up.   

Community Events:  Jim and Louie spoke at Soroptimist in both Orangevale and Elk 

Grove.  Louie and Bret spoke at Laguna Sunrise Rotary.  The following events are coming up: 

Uplift Mardi Gras, 2/22; Strauss Tea, March 8th 1pm $50 at District 56, Soroptimist Martinis 

and Merriment, 3/15; Senior Center luncheon on 3/5 for $40; Paws for a Purpose Denim and 

Paw, 4/11, $65 from 5-9 at District 56.   

New Business 

2025 Budget:  A motion was made by Pam Phelps with a second by Stan Lake to approve 

the Historical Society’s 2025 budget.  Motion passed. 

Board Retreat Recap: A list of Historical Society’s goals was handed out.  

Project Manager Role:  Project expenses will be approved by the Board.  The amount of 

$25K had been previously approved.   

Archivist Application:  Bret reported that someone is interested in digitizing 

information.  Will set up a meeting with Jerry, Dennis, Louie and Bret.   

Brown Road Property:  There is a potential buyer.  After discussion, the Board requested 

additional information.  There is one parcel on the property that could be sold as eight.   

Membership Dues:  Will have a membership list as well as a contact list.  There was a 

question about the benefit of membership. 

Museum Accreditation:  Bret to check out. 

Reciprocal Museum Membership:  If the museum charges $100 for membership, this will 

entitle that member to another museum’s entry.  Bret to check out.   

Meeting was adjourned at 5:49 P.M. by President Bret Bartholomew.   

 


